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& Universities have participated in the annual
parade. In fact, 2022 was the first time ever
that the largest HBCU bands in the country,
Florida’s own Bethune Cookman University
and Florida A&M University marched together.

Mr. Harris’ return to Tampa proved invalu-
able to our community and the ideals of edu-
cation and service instilled in him. It was
where he chose to fulfill the calling for the next
chapter for his family and continue a life of
service. Madam Speaker, on behalf of a grate-
ful nation and Tampa Bay community, | am
proud to recognize the service and leadership
of Mr. Howard A. Harris Il

RITA LAWRENCE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Rita Lawrence for receiving
the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s
Chamber Champion Award.

The Chamber Champion Award is given to
an organization or individual who has gone
above and beyond in their support of the Ar-
vada Chamber and who has served as a lead-
er and champion promoting the good work
and priorities of the Chamber.

Rita serves in many roles at the Chamber,
including on its Board of Directors and Execu-
tive Committee, the Networking KAPS Council,
Annual Dinner Action Team and more. Rita
has a long tenure as a member of the Cham-
ber joining in 2011 and jumping right in as a
leader and active volunteer. Rita serves as a
role model and impressive community leader.
Her work has benefited the Chamber and the
business community as a whole.

Again, congratulations to Rita Lawrence for
this honor and | thank her for her contribution
to our community.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE KIWANIS CLUB
OF BURBANK

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
Kiwanis Club of Burbank, California.

The Kiwanis Club of Burbank, founded in
1922, is the first and oldest service club in
Burbank. The mission of Kiwanis Clubs world-
wide is to improve the world one child and one
community at a time, and to that end, the Bur-
bank club has been faithful to that mission and
their steadfast commitment to Burbank’s chil-
dren. Their initial service project was paving
the dirt road in front of Burbank High School.
The club sponsored one of the first Key Clubs
at the high school in 1926, and since the
1920’s, the club has sponsored a Boy Scouts
of America troop.

As an all-volunteer organization, the Kiwanis
Club of Burbank serves the youth of our com-
munity with a vast array of programs, projects,
youth groups and events; and through these
many programs and projects, strive to teach
children leadership skills, good citizenship and
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fostering the spirit of service. Projects include
many music, drama and art projects in the
Burbank Unified School District, the Youth
Leadership Conference, Relay for Life, Bur-
bank Singing Star Contest, YMCA Youth in
Government, and Kiwanis Cares about Chil-
dren, which helps disaster-stricken families in
the Burbank area. The club also provides
youth scholarships and teacher recognition,
sponsors K-KIDS at the Boys and Girls Club,
serves meals to seniors, holds food drives for
food pantries, hosts innovative fundraisers
such as the Kiwanis Family Fun Day Golf Ball
Drop, and supports humerous non-profit orga-
nizations such as the Burbank Temporary Aid
Center, Burbank Kids Community Dental Clin-
ic, and the Burbank YMCA.

For one hundred years, through world wars
and the current worldwide pandemic, Kiwanis
Club of Burbank members have continuously
provided outstanding service to the commu-
nity, and particularly the children of Burbank,
California.

| consider it a great privilege to recognize
the Kiwanis Club of Burbank and | ask all
Members to join me in congratulating the club
upon its centennial anniversary.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF RARE DIS-
EASE DAY AND THE RARE DIS-
EASE DIVERSITY COALITION

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Rare Disease Day to stand with
the courageous women and men who have
been diagnosed with rare diseases and honor
those who have lost their battle to these ter-
rible illnesses.

An estimated 1 in 10 Americans are afflicted
with rare diseases, and people of color suffer
disproportionately from these illnesses. De-
spite their great overall number, rare disease
patients are the “orphans” of the healthcare
systems, often denied diagnosis, treatment,
and the benefits of research. Due to the low
prevalence of each disease, medical expertise
is rare, knowledge is scarce, care offerings in-
adequate, and research limited.

We applaud the advocates, medical profes-
sionals, and caregivers who dedicate their
lives to providing resources to those diag-
nosed with rare diseases. One such advocate
is the Rare Disease Diversity Coalition, an or-
ganization born out of a commitment to help
address the extraordinary challenges faced by
rare disease patients of color and a dedication
to serve as a catalyst for progress. The
RDDC’s depth and breadth of expertise come
from the diversity of the over 50 coalition
members and affiliates; which include the
Asian-Pacific Islander American Health Forum,
EveryLife Foundation, Health Equity Collabo-
rative, MANA, A National Latina Organization,
National Black Nurses Association, National
Hispanic Medical Association, National Med-
ical Association, Patient Advocate Foundation,
and the Black Women’s Health Imperative.
This coalition can help society seize the mo-
mentum for change on racial inequities and
drive progress on the continuing struggles re-
garding health equity and rare diseases. Last
fall, the RDDC hosted the RARE Health Equity
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Summit Fall in partnership with Global Genes.
This Summit brought together stakeholders
from the rare disease community to discuss
persistent gaps in diagnostic challenges for
historically underserved and underrepresented
patient communities and to align strategies to
address health inequities of the rare disease
community.

It is up to us to continue fighting for cures
and ensure that every American, especially
those of color, has access to the quality care
they need. Still, our Nation has a long way to
go before rare diseases no longer threaten
American lives and devastate communities of
color.

As we observe Rare Disease Day, | ask my
colleagues in Congress to stand with me in
support of real and significant progress with
rare diseases; to unite in supporting treat-
ments and breakthroughs with rare diseases;
to ensure that more people have access to
quality, affordable health care; and to lifting
the inequitable health burden that falls on
communities of color. We must commit to end-
ing rare diseases and improving the lives of all
those affected by these illnesses.

———

JOHN SELLARS RETIREMENT

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the long and storied career of John
Sellars, Executive Director of the History Mu-
seum on the Square.

A native of Springfield, Missouri, John has
always held a special place in his heart for the
Ozarks. Even when his job took him away
from his hometown, he remained loyal to the
community. He originally volunteered at the
History Museum on the Square when it first
opened in 1976, and he continued to help until
he moved in 1989. He was working at Coca-
Cola at the time, but later moved onto Canada
Dry. He eventually got a job with Pepsi and
retired from there as a Regional Manager in
2004. Work had moved him all over the coun-
try, but in retirement, he came back to Spring-
field, and almost immediately returned to the
History Museum on the Square. He joined the
board of directors, before being elected board
president, and eventually became the Execu-
tive Director of the museum in 2005.

The History Museum on the Square is a
natural fit for John. He has a true love of his-
tory, and especially the history of Springfield.
He passionately shares this history through his
work at the museum. Not only that, but John
has also been involved in several other char-
ities throughout his life, constantly finding
ways to give back to his community.

Madam Speaker, John Sellars has lived an
incredible life, and since retiring from Pepsi,
has spent his time giving back to his commu-
nity. | wish him and his family all the best as
he retires from the History Museum on the
Square.

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
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